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EXCERPTS 


DISSENTIENT  SCHOOLS,  LOWER  CANADA 


SEPARATE  SCHOOLS,  UPPER  (^ANADA 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  CLAUSE 


OF   THE 


BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICA  ACT 


9  VICTORIA,  CHAPTER  27. 
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Ax  Act  to  repeal  certain  (?nactments  therein  mentioned,  and  to  make  better  provision 
for  Elementary  Instruction  in  Lower  Canada. 

(9th  June,  181,6.) 
******* 

Section  26.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  when  in  any  municipality,  the  ntrulatiou-  and 
arra-igeraents  made  by  the  School  Commissioners  for  the  conduct  of  any  s"hr,ol,  shall 
not  be  agreeable  to  any  number  whatever  of  the  inhabitants  professing  a  religious  faith 
different  from  that  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  municipality,  the  in- 
habitants so  dissentient  may  collectively  eignify  such  dissent  in  writing  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  said  Commissioners  and  give  in  the  names  of  three  trustee  chosen  by  them 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act;  and  sucii  vrusteee  shall  have  the  same  powers  and  be  sub- 
Sect  to  the  same  duties  as  School  Commissioners,  but  for  the  management  of  those 
schools  only  which  shall  be  under  their  control;  and  such  di^entient  inliabitants  may, 
by  the  intervention  of  such  trustees,  establish  in  the  manner  provided  with  regard  to 
other  schools,  one  or  more  schools,  which  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  provisions,  duties 
and  supervision,  and  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  superintendent  or  trora 
the  School  Commissioners,  such  sum  out  of  the  general  or  local  school  fund  as  shall 
be  proportionate  to  the  dissentient  population  they  represent;  Provided  always,  that 
whenever  the  majority  of  the  children  attending  any  school  now  in  operation,  and  the 
school  house,  shall  bt>long  to  or  be  occupied  by  such  dissentients,  the  said  school  house 
shall  continue  to  be  occupied  by  them  so  long  as  the  number  of  children  taught  in 
such  school  shall  amount  to  the  number  required  by  this  Act  to  form  a  school  district, 
and  the  entire  amount  of  monie.s  raised  by  assessment  on  such  dissentients  shall  ba 
paid  to  the  trustees  of  such  school,  together  with  a  due  proportion  of  'he  building 
fund. 

Section  27.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  to  entitle  any  school  to  its  allowance  out  of 
the  general  or  local  school  fund,  it  shall  be  requisite  and  sufficient  that  such  school 
(has  been  under  the  management  of  School  Commissioners  or  trustees  appointed  'n 
the  manner  provided  by  the  next  preceding  section ;  that  it  has  been  in  actual  opera- 
tion during  at  least  eight  calendar  months;  that  it  has  been  attended  by  at  lea«t 
fifteen  children  (periods  of  epidemi'^  or  contagious  diseases  excepted) ;  that  the  return* 
have  been  certifietl  to  by  tlie  School  Commissioners  or  trustees  by  the  master,  mistress 
or  teat'ier,  and  at  least  two  of  the  commissioners  or  trustees ;  that  a  public  examination 
of  the  schools  has  taken  place ;  that  a  report  signed  by  the  majority  of  the  school  com- 
missioners or  trustees,  and  by  the  master  has  been  transmitted  to  the  superintendent 
of  schools,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  him  for  that  pv  pose,  every  six  months, 
that  is  to  say,  before  the  first  day  of  July,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  in  each  year; 
»nd  finall.v,  that  a  sum  equal  to  the  allowance  made  by  the  Legislature  for  the  muni- 
cipality, has  been  raised  as  hereinbefore  provided. 


CAP.  V. 


26      ictoria. 


An  Act  to  restore  to  Roman  Catholics  in  Upper  Canada  certain  rights  in  respect  to 

separate  schools. 


(Assented  to  Sth  May.  1863.) 

Whereas  it  is  just  and  proper  to  Te.store  to  Roman  Catholics  in  Upper  Canada 
certain  rights  which  they  formerly  enjojed  in  respect  to  separate  schools,  and  to  bring 
the  I  'isions  of  the  law  respecting  separate  schools  more  in  harmony  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  respecting  common  schools :  Therefore  Her  Majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly  of  Cinada,  enacts  as 
follows : — 

1.  Sections  eighteen  to  thirty-six,  both  inclusive,  of  chapter  sixty-five  of  the  Con- 
solidated Statutes  for  Upper  Canada,  intituled:  "  An  Act  respecting  Separate  Schools," 
are  hereby  repealed,  and  the  following  shall  be  substituted  in  lieu  thereof,  and  be 
deemed  to  form  part  of  the  said  Act. 

2.  Any  number  of  persons,  not  less  than  five,  beinf  heads  o2  families,  and  free- 
holders or  householders,  resident  within  any  school  section  of  any  township,  incorpor- 
ated village  or  town,  or  within  any  ward  of  any  city  or  town,  and  being  Roman  Catho- 
lics, may  convene  a  public  meeting  af  persons  desiring  to  establish  a  separate  school 
for  Roman  Catholics,  in  such  school  section  or  ward,  for  the  election  of  trustees  for 
the  management  of  the  same. 

3.  A  majoritj'  of  the  persons  present,  be-  g  freeholders  or  householders,  and  being 
Roman  Catholics,  and  not  candidates  for  election  as  truste^,  may,  at  any  such  -meting, 
ekct  three  persons  resident  within  such  section  or  an  adjoining  section  to  act  ■.  trus- 
tees for  the  managemert  of  such  separate  school;  and  any  person,  being  a  British  .sub- 
ject, not  less  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  may  be  elected  as  a  trustee,  whether  he  be  .% 
fie^older  or  householder  or  not. 

4.  Notice  in  writing  that  such  meeting  has  been  held  and  of  such  election  of 
trustees,  shall  be  given  by  the  parties  present  at  such  meeting  to  the  reeve  or  head  of 
:the  municipality,  or  to  th  chairman  of  the  board  of  common  schwl  truStetis,  in  the 
township,  incorporated  village,  town  or  city  in  which  such  school  is  about  to  be  estab- 
lished, designating  by  their  names,  professions  and  residences,  the  persons  elected  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  hs  trustees  for  the  management  thereof;  and  every  such  notice 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  proper  officer  by  one  of  the  trustees  so  elected,  and  it  shall  he 
the  duty  of  the  officer  receiving  the  same  to  endorse  thereon  the  date  of  the  receipt 
thereof,  and  to  deliver  a  copy  of  the  same  so  endorsed  and  duly  certified  by  him  to  such 
truBtee,  and  from  the  day  of  the  delivery  and  receipt  of  every  such  notice,  or  in  the 
event  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  such  officer  to  deliver  a  copy  so  endorsed  and  certi- 
fied, then  fi«m  the  day  of  the  delivery  of  such  notice,  the  trustees  therein  named  shall 
be  a  body  corporate,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Trustees  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Separate 
School  for  the  Section  number  ,  in  the  township  of  ,  or  for  the 
^ard  of  .  in  the  city  or  town  (a»  the  case  may  be)  or  for  the  village 
of                  ,  in  the  coun^  of 

5.  The  trustees  of  separate  schools  heretofore  eltcted,  or  hereafter  to  be  elected 
aocoiding  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  in  the  several  wards  ofa  ny  city  or  town,  shall 
form  one  body  corporate,  under  the  title  of  "  The  board  of  trustees  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  separate  schools  for  the  city  (or  town)  of 
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6.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  majority  of  the  rate-paying  sunporters  of  the  separate 
Bchool,  in  each  separate  school  seetion.  whether  the  sections  he  in  the  same  or  adjoining 
municipalities,  at  a  public  meetii.g  duly  called  bv  thf  .eparnte  school  trustees  of  each 
such  section,  to  form  such  sectionsi  into  a  scpiirnte  school  union  section,  of  which  union 
of  sections  the  trustees  shall  give  notice  within  firteen  dnys  to  the  clerk  or  clerks  of 
the  muiiicipality  or  municipaliti's,  and  to  tlic  chief  sui  .?rintendcnt  of  education;  and 
each  such  separate  school  unior  section  thus  formed  shall  m^  dciin'  d  one  school  section 
for  all  Roman  Catholic  separate  school  purposes,  and  shall  every  year  tliercu.ter  be  re- 
preeenteJ  by  tl    ee  trustees,  to  be  elected  as  in  common  school  sections. 

(1.)  And  tne  said  trustees  shall  form  a  l>ody  coriwrate,  under  the  title  of  '"  The 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Roman  Catholic  uiiit'Hl  separate  schools  for  the  united  sec- 
tions Nos.  (us  tht  case  may  be)  in  the  (as  the  case  may  Vkj). 

7.  The  trustees  of  sepprate  schools  form  ng  a  body  corporate  under  this  Act  shall 
have  the  power  to  impose,  levy  and  collect  scliool  rates  or  subscrijitions  upon  and  from 
persons  sending  children  to,  or  subscribing  towards  the  su,'port  of  such  schools,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  in  respect  of  separate  .-.chools  that  the  trustees  of  common 
schools  have  and  possess  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  common  schools. 

8.  The  clerk  or  other  offic<>r  of  a  municipality  within  or  adjoinin.  whi.  •  a  sepa- 
rate school  is  established,  having  pos.session  of  the  assessor's  or  collector's  roll  of  the 
said  municipality,  shall  allow  any  one  of  the  said  trustees  or  their  authorized  collector 
t  make  a  copy  of  such  roll  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  persons  supporting  the  separate 
school  under  their  charge. 

9.  The  trustees  of  separate  schools  shall  take  and  subscrilK?  to  following  declara- 
tion before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  reeve  or  chairman  of  the  board  of  common  schools : 

"  I,  ,  wil'  truly  and  faithfully,  to  the  best  of    my   judgment    and 

ability,  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of  school  trustee  to  which  I  have  been  elected." 

And  they  shall  perform  the  same  duties  and  be  subjec:  to  the  s-  ne  penalties  as 
trusteed  of  common  schools;  and  teachers  of  separate  s';hools  shall  be  liaole  to  the  same 
obligations  and  penalties  as  teachers  of  'ommon  schools. 

10.  The  trustees  of  separate  schools  shall  remain  ri'SiK'etively  in  office  for  the  same 
periods  of  time  that  the  trust<'es  for  common  schools  do,  and  as  is  iirovi-ted  by  the 
thirteenth  section  »  nd  its  sub-sections  of  the  Common  School  Act  of  the  Consolidated 
Statues  for  Uppei  Oanada;  but  no  trustee  shall  be  re-elected  witl.out  iiis  consent,  unless 
after  the  expiratioi  of  four  years  from  the  time  he  went  o(,t  of  office;  provided  aL.'ays, 
that"  whenever  in  any  city  or  town  divided  into  wards  a  united  hoard  exists,  or  shall 
be  hereafter  established,  there  shall  be  for  e\cry  ward  two  trustees,  each  of  whom,  after 
the  first  election  of  trustees,  shall  continlie  in  office  two  years  iind  until  his  successor 
has  been  lected,  and  one  of  such  trustees  shall  retire  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
January,  yearly,  in  rotation;  and  provided  also,  tiiat  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  trus- 
tees after  the  election  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  January  next,  it  shall  be  deter- 
mined, by  lot,  which  of  the  said  trustees  in  each  ward  shall  retire  from  office  at  the 
time  appointed  for  the  then  next  annual  election,  and  the  other  shall  continue  in  office 
for  one  year  longei. 

11.  A'  'jr  the  establ  .shment  of  any  separate  school,  the  trustees  thereof  shall  hold 
office  for  tno  same  period  and  Ik;  elected  at  the  same  time  in  each  year  that  the  trustees 
of  oommon  schools  are,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  Common  School  Act  relating  to 
the  mode  and  time  jf  election,  appiointments  and  duties  of  chairman  and  secretary  at 
the  annual  meetings,  term  of  office  and  manner  of  filling  up  vacancies,  shall  be  deemed 
and  held  to  apply  to  this  Act. 

12.  The  trustees  of  separate  f  caools  may  allow  children  from  other  school  sections, 
whose  parents  or  lawful  guardiaas  are  Roman  Catholics,  to  be  received  into  any  sepa- 
rate school  under  their  management,  at  the  request  of  such  parents  or  guardians;  and 
no  children  attending  such  school  ."hall  be  included  'n  the  return  hereafter  required  to 
be  made  to  the  chief  superintendent  of  education  unless  they  are  Roman  Catholics. 

13.  The  teachers  of  separate  schools  under  this  Aci.  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
examinations,  and  receive  their  certificates  of  qualifications,  in  the  same  manner  as 


common  school  teachera  generally,  provided  that  persons  qualified  by  law  as  tear-bers, 
either  m  Lpper  or  Lower  Canada,  shall  be  eonsidered  qualified  tewhers  for  the  purposes 
of  tl.  s  Act.  , 

14.  Every  person  paying  rates,  whether  as  proprietor  or  tenant,  who.  by  himself  or 
hic  agent,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  ifarch  in  any  year  gives,  or  who,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  March  of  the  present  year,  has  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  municipal Hy 
notice  m  writing  that  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  supporter  of  a  separate  school 
situated  in  the  said  municipality,  or  in  a  municii-.ility  contiguous  thereto,  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  the  payment  of  all  rates  imiiosed  for  the  support  of  common  schools,  and 
of  common  school  libraries,  or  for  the  purchase  of  land  ,.r  erection  of  buildings  for 
common  school  purposes,  within  the  city,  town,  incorporated  village  or  section  in  which 
he  resides,  for  the  then  current  year,  and  every  subsequent  year  thereafter,  while  he 
continues  a  supporter  of  a  separate  school ;  and  such  notice  shall  not  be  required  to  b* 
lenewed  annually;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  every  separate  school  to 
transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  municipality  or  clerks  of  municipalities  (as  the  case  may 
be)  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  in  each  year  a  correct  list  of  the  names  and  resi- 
dences of  all  persoi.s  supporting  the  separate  schools  under  their  management;  and 
every  ratepayer  whose  name  shall  not  appi-ar  on  such  list  shall  be  rated  for  th-  support 
of  common  schools. 

15.  Every  clerk  of  a  municipality,  upon  receiving  any  such  notice,  shall  deliver 
a  certificate  to  the  person  giving  such  notice,  to  the  effect  that  the  same  has  been  given, 
and  showing  the  date  of  such  notice. 

16.  Any  person  who  fraudulently  gives  any  such  notice,  or  wilfully  makes  any  false 
statement  therein,  shall  not  thereby  secure  any  exemption  from  rates,,  and  shall  ba 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  forty  dollars,  recoverable  with  costs  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
at  the  suit  of  the  municipality  interested. 

17.  Nothing  in  the  last  three  preceding  sections  contained  shall  exempt  any  person 
from  paying  any  rate  for  the  support  of  common  schools  or  common  school  libraries,  or 
for  the  erection  of  a  schoolhouse  or  schoolhouses  imposed  before  the  est«blishm€nt  of 
such  separate  school. 

18.  Any  Roman  Catholic  who  may  desire  to  withdraw  his  support  from  a  separate 
school  shall  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  clerk  of  the  municipality,  before  the  second 
Wednesday  m  January  in  any  year,  otherwise  he  shall  be  deemed  a  supporter  of  such 
school;  provided  always,  that  any  person  who  shall  have  withdrawn  his  support  from 
any  Roman  Catholic  separate  school  shall  not  be  exempt  from  paying  any  rate  for 
the  support  of  separate  schools  or  separate  ^choo^  libraxWs,  or  for  the  erection  of  a 
separate  schoolhouse  imposed  before  the  time  of  his  withdrawing  such  support  from  the 
separate  school. 

19.  No  person  shall  be  deemed  a  supporter  of  any  separate  school  unless  he  resides 
within  three  miles  (in  a  direct  line)  of  the  site  of  the  schoolhouse. 

20.  Every  separate  school  shall  be  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  fund  annually  granted 
by  the  legislature  of  this  province  ior  the  support  of  common  schools,  and  shall  ba 
entitled  also  to  a  share  in  all  other  public  grants,  investments  and  allotments  for  com- 
mon school  purposes  now  made  or  hereafter  tu  be  made  by  the  province  or  the  municipal 
authorities,  according  to  the  average  number  of  pupils  attending  such  school  during 
the  twelve  next  preceding  months,  or  during  the  number  of  months  which  may  have 
elapsed  from  the  establishment  of  a  new  separate  school,  as  compared  with  the  whole 
average  nus  .ber  of  pupils  attending  school  in  the  same  city,  town,  village  or  township. 

21.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  entitle  any  such  separate  school  within  any  city, 
town,  incorporated  village  or  township,  to  any  part  or  portion  of  school  moneys  arising 
or  accruing  from^  local  assessment  for  common  school  purposes  within  the  city,  town, 
village  or  township,  or  tho  county  or  union  of  counties  within  which  the  city,  town,  vil- 
lage or  township  is  situate. 

22.  The  trustees  of  each  separate  school  shall  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
and  ttie  thirty-first  day  of  December  of  every  year,  transmit  to  the  Chief  Superintendent 
of  Education  for  Upper  Canada,  a  correct  return  of  the  names  of  the  children  attending 
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such  scnool  togethtM-  with  the  averasro  attendance  during  the  mx  next  preceding  months, 
or  aurmg  tlvt-  number  of  months  which  have  oh.psetl  sinco  the  establishment  thereof 
and  the  number  of  months  it  has  been  so  kept  open  ;  and  the  Chief  Superint^^ndent  ehall 
thereupon,  determine  the  proportion  wliich  the  trust....  nf  s„rh  separate  school  are 
entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  legislative  grant,  and  shall  pay  over  the  amount  thereof 
tc  such  truestees. 

23.  All  judges,  men    ,rs  of  the  logivlatui-e.  the  heads  of  the  municipal  bodies 
their  respective  localities,  the  chief  supermtendent  M„d  local  superintendent  of  comino 
schook    ""     *'''^^'*-'>°^»  "f  ^^'  K^m""  Catholic  (  Uurch,  shall  be  visitors  of  separate 

24.  The  election  of  trustees  '^r  any  separate  school  shall  Ucome  void  unless  a  sepa- 
rate school  be  establishes!  under  .aeir  management,  within  three  months  from  the  elec- 
tion of  such  trustees. 

25.  Xo  person  subscribing  towards  the  support  of  a  separate  school,  established  as 
herein  provided,  or  sendi-.^  children  thereto,  shall  be  allowed  to  votr  .  i  ihe  election  of 
any  trus;ee  for  a  comn..  school  in  the  city.  town,  village  or  to^  .-,  i  in  whicn  such 
separate  school  is  situate. 

26.  The  Roman  Catholic  separate  schools  (with  their  regisf  shall  be  subject 
to  such  inspection  as  ma,v  be  directed,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Chief  Superintendent 
of  Education  .  and  shall  be  subject  also  to  Mich  regulations  as  may  be  imposed,  from  time 
to  time,  by      _•  Council  of  Public  Instruction  for  Upper  Canada. 

27.  In  the  event  of  any  disagreement  between  trustees  of  Koman  Catholic  separate 
schools  and  local  superintendents  of  common  schools,  or  other  municipal  authorities  the 
caee  in  dispute  shall  be  referred  to  the  equitable  arbitrament  of  the  Chief  Superintend- 
ent of  Education  in  Upper  Crnada ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  appeal  to  the  Governor  in 
Council,  whose  award  shall  be  final  in  all  cases. 

28.  This  Act  shall  come  into  force  and  take  effect  from  and  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December  next;  but  an  contracts  and  engagements  made,  and  rates  imposed  and 
all  corporations  formed  under  the  separate'  school  law.  hereby  repealed,  shall  remain  in 
force  as  if  made  under  the  authority  of  this  Act. 


THE  HON.  THOMAS  D'ABOY  McGEE  ON  THE  SEPARATE  SCHOOL  BILL 
OF  1863.  SPEECH  DELIVERED  IN  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBY  OF 
QUEBEC. 

Now  that  the  intereating  debate  on  the  North-west  Autonomy  Bills  is  advanced  to 
the  stage  of  the  second  reading  in  the  H(  lose  of  Commons,  and  with  the  echoes  of  the 
verbal  strife  over  the  educational  clauses  yet  in  our  ears,  it  may  be  refreshing,  as  it  must 
be  instnjctive,  to  listen  for  a  moment  to  a  voice  which  was  never  raised  except  in  a  ju^t 
cause,  and  which  as  far  back  as  the  year  1863,  won  on  this  very  question  of  Separate 
Schools  a  signal  triumph  for  the  side  of  tolerance.  The  occasion  was  the  introduction 
of  a  Bill  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Canada,  then  meeting  in  Quebec,  to  amend  the 
Separate  School  Act  of  Upper  Canada. 

Mr.  Edward  R.  Cameron,  the  Registrar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Ottawa,  in  his 
interesting  work,  "  Memoire  of  Mr.  Ralph  Vansittart,  a  Member  of  the  Parliament  of 
Canada,  1861-1867,"  says,  "  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  Roman 
Catholics  required  for  the  establishment  of  a  separate  school,  and  making  it  possible 
to  extend  the  system  into  sparsely  settled  districts.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the  Bill  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  the  extremists'  section  of  Upper  Canada's  opposition,  which  declared 
its  irtention  to  fight  the  Bill  at  every  turn,  for  they  looked  upon  it  as  destnictive  of  the 
public  school  system  of  their  province.  The  Bill  was  finally  carried,  and  n  motion  to 
give  it  the  six  months'  hoist  voted  down  by  a  very  large  majority,  the  vote  standing  93 
to  13.  This  result  was  largely  obtained  ttirough  tlie  stand  taken  by  Mr.  McGf- 
He  was  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  debaters  and  ablest  men  in  the 
House,  and  his  support  was  recognized  as  essential  to  any  successful  attack  by  the  oppo- 
sition upon  the  government.  His  views  on  the  Bill  were  expressed  in  the  most  explicit 
terms,  and  the  result  to  be  looked  for  if  the  ultra  Grits  should  show  their  illiberality  by 
TOting  against  it.  So  vigorous  was  his  support  of  the  Bill,  and  so  menacing  his  langu- 
a^  to  those  of  his  party  who  should  oppose  it,  that  he  fairly  whipped  into  line  more 
than  one-half  of  the  opposition  members  from  Upper  Canada." 

Hon.  Thomas  D'Arcy  McGee :  As  that  member  of  this  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  has 
presented  the  largest  number  of  petitions  praying  for  this  measure — as  honoured  by  the 
petitioners  by  such  a  mark  of  their  confidence — I  sincerely  hope  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House  may  become,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  become,  the  law  of  the  land.  (Hear, 
hear).  If  it  should  so  become  at  this  session,  we  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
<hat,  after  years  of  persevering  advocacy  we  have  settled  a  long  vexed  queU-ion,  not 
only  to  the  satisfaction  of  Roman  Catholics,  but  to  the  very  great  relief  of  the  rest 
ol  the  country.  (Hear,  hear).  In  rising  to  make  the  observations  which  I  feel  !* 
my  duty  as  the  spokesman  of  so  many  of  the  petitioners,  to  offer  to  the  House, 
I  cannot  but  congratulate  the  House  and  the  country  on  the  good  temper,  and 
ii  I  may  say  so,  the  good  taste  which  has  characterized  this  discussion,  to  which  T 
have  listened  with  great  attention,  but  I  am  bound  to  say  not  without  pain.  From 
the  moment  I  first  entered  upon  my  parliamentary  duties,  I  have  continued  to  act  witli 
the  opposition.  I  have  given  them  a  bold,  hearty  and  unstinting  co-operation ;  but  I  r.in:.t 
take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  if  the  course  of  this  debate  should  satisfy  me 
that  the  religious  liJ^erties  of  the  Roman  Catholic  minority  of  the  people  of  Upper 
Canada  wore  more  safe  in  the  hands  of  what  is  called  the  Conservative  party  than 
what  they  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Reform  party  in  this  House,  however  painful  it 
may  be  to  me  personally,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  make  my  choice  in  favour  of  the  party 
which  guaranteed  the  religiotu  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Roman  Catholic  minority 
of  Upper  Canada.  And  no  earthly  object  would  deter  me  from  preferring  the  Con- 
•STvative  party,  if  they  are  tolerant  on  this  question,  to  any  other  party  who  are  in- 
tolerant, no  matver  wl»at  are  the  points  on  which  I  agree  or  disagree  with  them  in 
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reference  to  the  other  subjects  which  come  before  the  House  and  countrj-.  I  have 
always  maintained  that  the.  is  more  liberality  existing  in  the  ranks  of  my  weetem 
{friends  on  subjects  of  this  description  than  is  to  be  found  on  the  ministerial  side  of  the 
House.  But  there  has  not  hitherto  been  such  a  practical  teet  since  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  holding  a  seat  in  the  House,  as  is  now  introduced  by  this  Bill.  This  is 
indeed  a  practical  test,  and  I  will  eay,  that  for  my  part  I  will  make  up  my  mind  as 
to  the  side  on  which  the  greatest  amount  of  liberality  and  toleration  existtxl  by  tin 
result  presented  when  the  vote  was  taken. 

I  deeply  regret  to  find.  Sir,  from  the  reference  of  the  honourable  member  from 
South  Lanark  (Mr.  Morris)  that  a  remark  of  mine  last  year  in  which  I  called  the  six 
months'  hoist  "  the  Parliamentary  Bludgeon,"  seems  to  have  rankled  in  his  memory, 
and  that  an  honourable  member  who  came  to  the  House  with  such  a  high  reputatioa 
and  character  as  his  should  choose  almost  as  his  first  act  in  the  political  arena  of  tha 
piovince  to  put  himself  in  the  position  of  the  anti-Catholic  leader  on  the  floor  of  th^ 
Legislature.  He  ought  to  have  left  that  piece  of  work  to  the  hon.  member  for  South 
Simcoe  (Mr.  Ferguson),  the  worthier  and  okler  soldier  of  intolerance.  (Laughter.) 
The  hon.  member  for  South  Simcoe  referred  to  me  last  night.  It  was  unnecessary 
to  reply,  inasmuch  as  the  hon.  gentleman  was  himself  his  best  illustration.  (Laugh- 
ter). The  hon.  member  also  complained  of  the  hon.  member  for  Ottawa  comparing 
him  (Mr.  Ferguson)  to  Guy  Fawkes.  (Laughter).  This,  1  think,  was  hardly  fair- 
that  is  to  say,  it  is  hardly  fair  to  poor  Guy  Fawkes.  (Renewed  laughter.)  And  as 
tlujt  Guy— I  do  not  now  speak  of  the  other  Guy— has  nobody  else  to  speak  for  him, 
I  think  it  is  only  an  act  of  justice  that  I  .should  defend  him  from  the  charge  which 
the  hon.  member  for  Ottawa  has  brought  against  him.  (Laughter.)  It  is  said  that 
ihis  is  a  Bill  promoted  by  the  clergy  only.  No.  I  do  not  represent  any  ecclesiasticil 
interest  on  the  floor  of  this  House;  and  I  must  declare  that  tlie  Bill  is  a  layman'; 
b'll — that  it  is  not  demanded  so  much  by  the  clergj-  as  by  the  laity.  (Hear,  hoar),  i 
am  sorrj-,  indeed  to  hear  it  said  by  one  or  two  rnembprs  that  this  Bill  is  the  result  of 
ecclesiastical  dictation.  To  that  I  reply  that  if  this  could  be  denionstrate^l  as  a  fact 
I  would  be  ready  to  oppose  it.  It  is  a  Bill  demanded  by  the  laity.  The  hon.  member 
for  Middlesex  said  that  he  had  never  hoard  a  Roman  Catholic  layman  in  Middle^x 
ask  for  separate  schools.  It  seems  that  the  hon.  member  regards  all  the  Roman  Catholic 
laity  as  a  pack  of  slaves  who  have  no  opinions  of  their  own,  but  are  entirely  at  tha 
mercy  of  their  priests.  However,  the  true  tone  of  moderation  on  this  subject  has  been 
given  by  the  hon.  member  for  North  York,  who  admittetl  tluit  the  principle  has  l)een 
lecognized  and  could  not  now  be  taken  h:\ck:  and  in  accordance  with  that  principle 
*he  legislature  was  bound  to  concede  the  means  and  machinery  to  carry  it  out.  If 
i'  did  not,  it  only  gave  "the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear  and  breaketh  to  the  hope.*' 
Was  the  extension  of  the  machinery  proposed  by  the  hon.  mover  of  the  Bill  iieces 
sary  ?  If  the  House  believed  the  assertion  of  the  applicants  for  the  Bill,  it  was  so. 
If  we  do  not  lielieve  them,  we  could  refer  to  the  caiwee,  and  it  would  be  found  that 
The  majority  of  Roman  Catholics  in  Tapper  Canada  lived  in  the  nn-al  districts.  In 
towns  and  cities  people  would  classify  themselves  and  educate  their  children.  The 
Roman  Catholics  in  the  cities  were  about  only  one-third  or  one-fourth,  while  in  the 
ten  or  twelve  counties  where  they  chiefly  resided,  they  were  in  several  cases  one-fifth, 
one-fourth,  one-third,  and  in  others  over  one-half  of  the  popidation. 

I  say  that  if  the  machinery  ne(e!»sary  to  give  effect  to  the  principle  which  it  wns 
admitted  on  all  sides  had  long  been  conceded  were  not  affonled.  it  wotild  not  only  be 
unfair  hut  a  gross  absurdity.  As  to  the  separate  schools.  I  wish  them  to  be  in  every 
way  as  efficient  as  the  common  schools,  and  I  am  prepared  to  allow  any  change  in  thj 
Bill  to  secure  that  result.  I  ask  those  who  said  the  separate  schools  could  not  be  so 
f'ood  as  tlie  other  sehooli  to  give  a  separate  normal  school  and  a  regiilar  system  ot 
inspection,  eo  that  the  fullest  efficiency  might  be  secured,  and  not  onf>  shillitig  ex- 
tended without  proper  vouchers  that  it  was  expended  for  the  object*  for  which  it  had 
been  subscribed.  It  has  been  insinuated  that  the  clergy  would  get  the  money  and 
apply  it  to  oUier  pun>o!»es.    But  I  would  like  to  see  any  man  do  such  a  thing  in  the 
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same  place  a  second  time  in  his  life.  The  fact  is  this  class  of  men  especially  depend 
very  much  upon  the  good  opinion  of  their  fellow-creatuPt«  and  live  chiefly  by  their 
good  reputation.  I  know  that  while  these  men  enforce  awe  by  the  solemn  character 
ol  their  profession,  yet  I  assert  that  any  one  man  guilty  of  such  an  act  as  has  been 
supposed  could  not  continue  to  live  where  he  committed  the  wrong.  Then  some  one 
hao  referred  to  the  absence  of  petitions  on  the  subject.  In  1860  there  were  a  large 
number.  In  1869  I,  myself,  presented  63  petitions  in  favour  of  separate  schools,  with 
an  aggregate  of  7,759  names,  which  surely  showed  that  the  Koman  Catholic  laymen — 
for  there  was  not  a  clerical  name  in  these  petitions — were  in  favour  of  the  measure. 
Now,  it  is  said,  that  the  Protestants  of  Lower  Canada  do  not  aA  for  such  things  as 
ihe  Roman  Catholics  of  Upper  Canada  do,  but  that  only  shows  that  they  are  satisfied 
with  such  schools  as  they  have. 

The  case  is  precisely  reversed  in  respect  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Upper  Can- 
cda ;  and  now,  at  the  end  of  sixteen  years,  they  are  asking  for  what  they  have  always 
i'Aked  and  always  have  considered  due  them,  while  the  Protestants  in  Lower  Canadi 
liave  received  what  they  wanted  or  thought  they  wanted.  In  Chapter  15  of  the  Con- 
solidated Statutes,  establishing  the  dissentient  schools  in  Lower  Canada,  it  is  provided 
that  when  any  ntunber  of  dissentients  were  dissatisfied  with  the  common  schools  they 
could  meet,  and  appoint  trustees  and  establish  a  school  of  their  own. 

It  was  objected  to  the  Bill  before  the  House  that  five  were  too  few  to  form  a  meet- 
ing; and  perhaps  five  were;  yet,  as  I  have  shown,  any  number  in  Lower  Canada  .could 
form  a  meeting  for  this  purpose.  Then,  the  Lower  Canada  law  granted  to  dissentients 
their  share  of  the  school  funds  according  to  their  numbers,  which  was  denied  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Upper  Canada.  Then,  as  tc  the  union  of  sections  the  same  law 
conceded,  for  the  Lower  Canada  dissentients,  what  was  asked  for  by  the  Bill  under  de- 
bate, and  in  all  these  respects  that  Act  was  a  model  of  liberality  not  equalled  by  the 
Bill  before  the  House.  I  venture  to  tell  the  hon.  member  who  has  moved  for  the  six 
months'  hoist  that  he  is  mistaken  if  he  thinks  to  discourage  and  defeat  the  people  who 
ask  for  the  measure.  These  people  fought  a  greater  battle  in  the  Imperial  parliament, 
which  had  only  ended  thirty-three  years  ago,  and  that  with  a  complete  victory.  They 
were  resolved  never  to  be  satisfied  with  anything  less  than  equal  rights  and  privileges 
with  their  fellow  subjects,  and  as  they  had  before  succeeded  so  would  they  in  relation 
to  this  measure. 

Whoever  voted  against  the  Bill  would  write  himself  down  as  an  enemy  of  religious 
freedom,  and  those  members  who  gave  it  their  support  would  proclaim  a  true  liberality 
whatever  be  the  partisan  name  they  bore. 

Before  I  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  remember  reading,  with  regret, 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  on  this  subject;  but  I  think  I  can  appeal  to  the 
House  that  though  I  have  for  six  sessions  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  advocating  my 
own  .side  of  the  question,  I  have  always  conducted  that  advocacy  in  a  spirit  i\nd  temper 
worthy  of  this  House,  and  of  the  problems  involved  in  the  subject  of  the  educatfion 
of  the  people.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  regret  to  find,  sir,  from  the  opponents  of  this  Bill 
that  they  felt  aggrieved  at  being  spoken  of  for  their  opposition  to  Catholic  claims  a« 
enemies  of  religious  freedom.  Well,  sir,  looking  back  on  thai  discussion  of  last  year, 
looking  at  it  quite  coolly,  with  the  additional  responsibility  of  their  ministerial  posi- 
tion, I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  now  that  those  who  would  refuse  a  whole  community  of 
people  coming  to  this  House  n  a  very  proper  manner  for  legal  redress,  a  committee  of 
inquiry  into  alleged  grievances,  cramping  and  oppressing  conscience — that  those  who 
would  reject  their  prayer,  answering  it  by  a  summary  negative,  are,  from  my  point  of 
v'ew,  enemies  to  religious  freedom.  (Cheers.)  I  do  not  say — I  do  not  believe  that 
those  who  did  so  then,  or  who  would  do  so  now.  imagine  they  are  hostile  to  the  re'-gious 
liberties  of  the  petitioners.  They  may  and  do  say  there  is  no  question  of  religious 
liberty  at  all  in  ihe  matter,  but  who  is  to  decide  whethere  there  is  or  is  not?  Th«  Catho- 
lics— the  petitionen — assert  in  the  moat  solemn  manner  that  they  cannot  in  conscience 
divorce  religious  from  secular  instruction  in  schools  which  they  support.  Are  you  to 
be  judges  for  them  as  to  what  their  consciences  ought  to  determine  in  this  matter  f  Are 


11 


t 

1 


they  to  be  guided  by  your  consciences  or  their  own  ?      (Laughter.)      They  saj 
they  are  aggrieved  in  conscience;    they  therefore  come  before  the  legislature  and, 
over    their    own    signatures   assert  that  they  have   conscientious   objections    to    the 
common  or  mixed  system.     You  say  they  ought  not  to  have  such  objections,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  them,  that  they  are  cithe-  fancied  or  simulated,  and  so  you  sum- 
marily reject. their  prayer  for  redress.    Is  this  in  accordance  with  the  first  principle  of 
religious  freedom,  that  you  constitute  yourself  their  judges  in  foro  conscientiwf    Let 
us  cv^nsider  this  case,  by  comparison  with  our  conduct  towards  others  who  plead  such 
scruples  against  the  execution  of  any  existing  law.     The  i)eople  called  Quakers,  and 
others,  say  they  have  conscientious  objections  to  invoke  the  name  of  God  in  giving  tes- 
timony in  courts  of  justice.    I  may  think  and  you  may  think  them  wrong;  we  may 
think  the  oath  essential  to  the  solemnity  of  the  evidence— and  yet  we  give  way  to  the 
Quaker's  scruples— we  allow  him  to  speak  for  his  own  conscience,  and  to  testify  after 
his  own  fashion.    The  Israelite  buys  and  sells  on  the  day  you  call  the  Sabbath,  and  the 
dissenter  on  days  established  by  law  as  fetes  d'olligation  in  Lower  Canada— yet  we 
will  not  strain  the  law  to  prevent  either  from  collecting  debts  contracted  with  them 
on  those  days  however  you  or  I  think  they  ought  to  be  kept  sacred.    The  sect  Tunkers 
are  non-combatants,  and  have  conscientious  objections  to  shed  blood  even  in  self-de- 
fence.   You  and  I  consider  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  protected  by  the  laws,  un- 
less exempt  by  physical  infirmity,  to  lay  do^vn  his  life  if  necessary  in  defence  of  his 
country;  yet  we  exempt  the  Tunker  and  the  Quaker  from  the   requirements   of    our 
general  law  of  militarj'  defence.    (Hear,  hear.)    In  each  case  we  allow  the  people  who 
claim  exemption  frm  thebperatig  of  any  statute  conflicting  with  their  conscientious 
belief  to  fepeak  for  their  own  consciences,  and  unless  you  charge  the  Roman  Catholic 
body  of  Upper  Canada  with  coming  here  with  a  lie  in  their  mouths— unless  you  think, 
as  has  been  foolishly  said  by  the  honourable  member  for  Simcoe  (Mr.  Ferguson), 
that  they  are  merely  moved  by  others  in  this  matter— you  are  bound,  if  you  be  friends 
of  religious  freedom,  to  resped;  their  plea  of  conscientious  conviction,  and  to  exempt 
them  from  the  imposition  of  your  opinions,  as  opposed  to  theirs,  on  this  subject  of 
education.    (Hear,  hear.)    For,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  one  has  ever  denied,  to  my  knowledge, 
that  it,  in  one  of  its  aspects  at  least,  is  a  religious  question.    It  concerns  the  mind,  the 
spirit,  the  immortal  soul,  as  well  as  the  perishable  body;  it  concerns  the  invisible  fu- 
ture to  which  we  are  all  marching  even  while  we  stand  still— in  which  we  must  all  exist 
well  or  ill ;  well,  ae  we  may  humbly  hope,  and  well  to  be  received  there.    Whether  you 
put  the  secular  before  the  spiritual  end  of  man,  whose  destiny  here   we   all   know    is 
death,  or  whether  we  put  the  other  world  before  this  in  consequence,  no  one  can  deny 
that  in  one  of  its  aspects  the  tuition  of  the  mind  is  a  religious  interest  of  the  highest 
concern,  and  that  those  who  plead  religious  objections  to  the  divorce  of  religion  from 
school  teaching  are  entitled  in  a  free  state  to  have  their  veligious  freedom  resp-cted 
by  the  secular  authority—"  the  state." 

My  theory  of  religious  freedom,  sir,  is  this,  that  as  long  as  any  body  of  people. 
Pagan  or  Christian,  render  the  minimum  of  obedience  to  the  civil  power,  as  long  as 
they  dwell  in  peace  within  the  precincts  of  the  constitution  anywhere,  they  are  entitled 
to  the  maximum  of  freedom  in  the  exercise  of  their  religious  practices,  doctrines  and 
worship.  Let  them  bear  the  burthens  of  taxation,  obey  the  tribunals,  fulfil  their  con- 
tracts, and  be  governed  by  the  common  moral  obligations  sanctioned  in  the  law  of  the 
Isnd,  and  as  for  my  part,  speaking  as  a  legislator,  they  may  believe  or  disbelieve  what- 
ever'they  like  or  dislike.  (Cheers.)  My  hon.  friend  from  Lee<fc  and  Orenville  (Mr. 
Jones).  8^y8  I  was  formerly  in  favour  of  the  Irish  national  ^stem.  and  of  its  introduc- 
tion in  this  country.  Sir,  I  was  in  favour  of  that  system  as  originally  expounded  by 
Lord  Derby,  then  Mr.  Stanley,  in  the  charter  of  the  system- his  letter  of  1831.  But 
that  system  combined  religious  and  seculiar  instruction  in  the  daily  routine  of  the 
scholar's  life.  On  ceVtain  da.vs  of  thfl  week,  or  on  every  day  if  the  local  visitors  so 
decided,  the  board  was  turned  which  announced  the  ordinary  studies  at  an  end.  and 
eithw  oatechetical  or  biblical  instruction  about  to  begin.  The  minority,  if  Protestant, 
liad  to  withdraw— or  if  Catholic,  had  to  withdraw.      But  the  character  of  the  Irish 
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•ystem  of  1831 — ^"common,  secular  and  separate  religious  instruction" — ^has  not  been 
observed;  whether  it  was  fo'ind  impracticable,  or  whether  the  oecular  element  encroached 
continually  upon  the  religious  element,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  but,  at  this  moment, 
the  fact  is  that  90  per  cent  of  the  Irish  schools  both  in  Ulster  and  the  other  provinces 
are  practically  denominational  schools.  (Hear,  hear.)  Sir,  those  who  uphold  the  com- 
mon or  mixed  system  of  public  instruction,  a-ssume  a  tone  of  confidence  amounting  to 
certainty  as  to  the  immense  benefit  of  this  system;  they  speak  to  us,  whostand  on  the 
■Ad  salutary  sensus  communis  of  Christendom,  as  if  we  were  the  challengers ;  as  if  they 
were  in  possession ;  as  if  their  theories  had  been  tried  by  the  elements  of  ages  and  had 
borne  fruit  which  every  one  could  see  and  feel  and  banquet  on.  Now,  what  is  the  true 
relative  position  of  the  two  arguments.  Can  they  show — can  mj  hon.  friend  from 
Peterboro'  (Col.  Haultain),  whose  earnestness  on  <x\\  subjects  I  respect,  who  I  am 
certain  would  no  more  fall  down  before  a  popular  fallacy  than  before  an  enemy  in  the 
field — (fhers) — can  ho,  ot  any  advocate  of  strict  secularization,  show  me  any  endur- 
ing character  that  ever  was  moulded  without  a  strong  infusion  of  a  dogmatic  religion 
of  some  sort?  Even  the  wise  Athenian,  to  whom  my  hon.  friend  referred,  would  have 
reverence  for  the  immortal  gods,  and  especially  for  the  gods  of  Greece,  taught  in  public. 
I  will  not  speak  of  Catholic  ages  and  coiuitries — but  in  Scotland,  Switzerland,  Holland, 
do  they  launch  men  upon  the  voyage  of  life  without  a  strong  infusion  of  dogmatic 
religion — without  a  standard  of  right  and  wrong — without  an  ethical  compass  by  which 
they  may  toll  the  moral  north  from  the  moral  south,  which  will  tremble  with  magnetic 
sensibility  to  the  point  of  honour  and  the  path  of  duty.  (Cheers.)  I  do  not  intend 
here  and  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  discuss  the  general  question,  but  I  repeat  that  the  oppon- 
ents of  combined  religious  and  secular  teaching  beg  the  whole  question  when  they 
asBupie  their  project  of  yesterday  to  J)e  alone  right  and  the  common  sense  of  Christen- 
dom wrong,  since  the  creation  of  n;e  family  institution — the  oldest  and  most  sacred 
institution  in  the  world — an  institution  unknown  to  Asia  and  to  Africa — which  we  of 
America  have  copied  from  Europe,  and  which  we  have  yet  to  naturalize  and  establish 
in  thi=i  new  civilization,  in  this  new  soil.  (Cheers.)  The  common  or  state  school  sys- 
tem, which  leaves  a  Christian  family  out  of  account  as  an  institution,  was  the  creation 
of  two  despotisms.  It  was  conceived  in  Prussia  by  Frederick  the  Great  when  he  strove 
to  weld  together  his  scrap-iron  empire;  it  was  followed  in  France  during  the  Eevolution 
by  that  other  infidel.  Talleyrand,  the  apostat<'  bishop  of  Antun.  and  some  ill-wind  blew 
it  over  to  Bo^iou,  which  every  one  knows  is  "  the  hub  of  the  universe,"  without  which 
the  earth  would  rrn  off  its  rusty  olil  axis.  (Laughter.)  The  local  pride  of  Boston — 
a  city  of  bookmakers  and  ideologists,  where  the^•  make  maps  of  the  Union  fill  three- 
fo-rths  of  the  atlas — (laughter) — has  been  associated  for  thirty  years  with  this  Franco- 
Russian  despotism  of  public  instruction,  and  has  helped  to  spread  its  pretentions  over 
most  of  the  United  States.  But  will  any  man  in  Boston,  not  an  orator  or  editor,  or 
echo  of  the  locality,  tell  you  that  it  has  made  this  generation  of  men,  not  to  speak  of 
womiii,  better  sons  or  better  husbands,  with  a  keener  sense  of  mercantile  or  personal 
honour,  with  a  greater  reverence  for  law,  authority,  age  and  magistracy,  than  the  colony- 
bred  men,  their  ancestors,  or  the  private  school-bred  men  of  the  last  generation  ?  I  do 
not  think,  I  may  rniy  T  know,  that  many  of  the  most  thoughtful  men  in  the  United  Str.tea 
do  not  believe  that  purity,  that  heroism,  that  self-denial,  that  subordination  to  lawful 
authority,  are  lessons  learned  in  the  common  schools ;  that  mniiy  of  the  best  families  will 
not  trust  their  own  children  among  the  juvenile  mob  at  the  primary  schools;  that  though 
a  Boston  high  school  of  this  a^e  would  throw  the  log  school  of  Henr>'  Clay  or  the  Xew 
Hampshire  college  of  Daniel  Webster  into  the  shade — that  the  type  of  character  fashioned 
in  those  foundries  of  mind,  so  fir  as  tested,  lina  not  answered  to  the  high  pretensions  of 
the  educators  on  this  system.  They  answer  very  well  as  crushing  mills  to  manufacture 
natives  out  of  Germans  or  Hibernians;  but  in  the  city  of  Boston,  where  the  common 
Bchoolb  were  na  gfood  as  it  was  possible  to  make  them,  the  larger  nupiber  of  children  went 
to  select  schools.  The  citizens  in  good  circumstances  generally  were  willing  to  pay  for 
the  education  of  the  profanum  vulgus.  but  they  chose  for  themselves  other  and  private 
means  of  education.     Such.  I  think,  wou'd  be  the  candid  answer  of  the  molern  Athenian, 
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not  professionally  l)Ound  to  uphold  his  own  town  as  the  tripod  of  the  now  western  civi- 
lization. (Cheers.)  No  one  can  show  me  any  enduring  national  character  that  ever 
was  moulded  without  a  strong  infusion  of  dogmatic  religion  of  some  sort. 

Some  honourabb  members,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  spoken  of  this  demand  for  separate 
schools  in  Upper  Canada  as  a  priests'  question,  but  nothing  could  be  further  from  tho 
fact.    I  assert,  of  my  own  knowledge,  in  the  name  of  thousands  of  parents  whose  peti-    . 
tions  are  on  your  Table,  that  this  is  a  fathers'  and  Bothers'  Bill,  much  more  than  « 
priests'  Bill.    (Hear,  hear.)    It  would  be,  as  I  have  often  before  observed  in  this  House, 
a  very  great  error  to  assume  that  this  measure  is  not  asked  for  by  the  Catholic  laity, 
i»  tihe  exercise  of  their  own  conscientious  judgment  of  what  was  best  for  their  childrtn 
("Hear  hear.)     Itis  to  the  cre<lit  of  our  human  nature  that  the  mass  of  men,  however 
poor  their  practice,  do  still  keep  in  view  the  great  goal  of  life,  especially  when  they 
speculate  not  only  on  their  own  future,  but  on  the  future  of  their  children.    The  mys- 
terious relation  of  parent  and  child  inspires  the  hearts  of  all  but  the  very  su  iid  or  the 
very  depraved  with  a  double  anxiety  concerning  that  hereafter,  into  which  we  must 
all  enter   whether  we  sing  with  the  psalmist  the  canticle  of  the  resurrection,  or    ask 
with  the  skeptic,  "  can  lines  finite  one  way,  infinite  another?"    There  must  be  m  every 
father's  heart  a  latent  or  an  active  sense  of  responsibility  for  the  spirit  and  genius  of 
his  child,  as  well  as  for- his  flesh  and  blood.    The  parent  is  not  alone  the  parent  of  the 
body,  but  of  the  mind;   the  mother  is  not  alone  the  nurse  of  the  person,  but  the  gov- 
ernes's  of  the  soul— all  that  goes  to  make  up  character,  morality,  are  charges  upon  the 
parental  office,  just  as  much  as  all  that  goes  to  make  up  shelter,  or  cookery,  or  clothing. 
The  question  before  this  House  had  its  origin  in  the  deepest  and  most  enduring  ele- 
ments of  our  nature;  it  is  not  a  got-up  debate;  it  is  not  a  temporary  interest;  it  could 
only  to  hi  settled  in  one  way,  and  that  is  to  allow  the  petitioners  to  try  it  out  m  Pra<?tice- 
(Hear,  hear.)     I  should  be  sorry.  Sir.  that  any  one  in  the  House  or  the  country  should 
continue  under  the  supposition  that  it  is  a  priests'  Bill,  rather  than  a  parei.ta   1.1II.  or 
that  tbA  Catholic  laity  have  not  in  good  faith  asked  for  this  amended  legislation  for 
their  own^akes.    I  am  free  to  confess  that  there  are  times  and  subjects  in  which  T 
would  deprecate  the  interference  of  priests  as  much  as  any  layman  living,  but  I  am  not 
at  all  afraid,  for  my  part,  that  in  this  country  and  in  this  century,  the  ecclesiastical 
order  will  become  disproportionately  powerful.    The  tendency  of  all  the  modem  forces 
is  to  laicize  Christian  society— if  I  may  coin  a  word— it  has  been  so  ever  since  the 
learned  professions  of  law  and  medicine  were  shut  against  clerks  in  orders;  ever  since 
commerce  and  banking  became  a  recognized  profession  of  peace;  ever  8in<^  printing 
made  knowledge  common.    Modem  force  no  more  distinguished  m  favour  of  a  man  in 
orders  from  a  man  out  of  orders,  than  the  steam-press  could  tell  for  whom  it  was 
working.     (Hear,  hear.)     There  is  no  danger  that  a  priestly  caste  can  ewr  arise  in  our 
times,  out  of  our  society;  but  there  may  be  danger,  and  I  think  there  is  danger,  that 
in  these  new  realms,  so  bare  of  all  tradition— so  far  apart  from  our  own  old  inherit- 
anc^-groS8    mateirialism    may    spread    into    cxcessn-e    dimensions-the     sceptre     of 
the  fireside  may  be  broken,  and  the  moral  magistracy  of  the  parent  be  overthrowr. 
(Cheers.)     Old  people  are  at  home  in  old  countries;  young  {)eople         oung  countries. 
All  the  indices  of  our  society  seem  to  me  to  veer  away  from  the  :         and  the  throne, 
to  point  towards  money  and  earthly  advantages.    If  the  Catholic  ..   nority  of  Lpper 
Canada,  holding  still,  as  it  were  in  solution,  a  greater  body  of  Christian  tradition  than 
other  classes'  of  the  population-if  they  should  be  able  to  show  to  Canada  and  the 
continent  how  it  is  possible  practically  to  unify  the  three  great  social  forces--the 
parent,  the  pastor  and  the  Stat^in  the  great  work  of  the  formation  of  youth,  it  does 
seem  to  me.  Mr.  Speaker,  that  they  will  have  effected  one  of  the  noblest  and  mos* 
desirable  reforms  within  the  compass  of  human  achievement.    (Cheers.)    lor  my  part, 
I  feel  so  strongly  that  they  are  right,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  if,  on  the  one 
hand  it  was  iu  my  power  to  give  to  my  own  children  all  the  secular  knowledge  that 
Alexander  iTcn  Humboldt  carried  to  the  grave— and  he  mastered,  perhaps,  as  much  as 
one  man  ever  did-or-observe-to  give  them,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Christian  cate- 
chism and  some  of  those  old  songs  of  our  ancestors  that  infuse  heroism  and  fortitude 
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be  an  unlo£  g^  1^\t  ??  *^«  Statute  book,  i?  wS  b^  a  nn^T,*"^  *'  °°*'  ^^J 
«««y.    It  will  secure   wh!t  •  ^°'^^^I«»^hter)-usc7ul  •  S  ?t  «h     S*  /^™«dy-it  wilj 
the  minority  in  thral^?!-?  T*  ^°'=""*'««  nothi^^else  c^uW      '^  ^  ^""^  "«*- 
separate  schod  eSste^rr   f ''."  '^*'°  "^  t^-^  common  scCk  T'"^^^''  ^'^^  ^^' 
bear).    Mr.  SpeSer  T  >.    ^  ''^  ^''"'^'^  necessary  t™.^,^^  them^elyes.  where  no 

^onld  haye  oJSSS'  L  I^"  '""T  *°  ^^"^^  ^^-tsolem^tC'  f  t^'^*'^"  (Hear. 
B'll.  if  the  quS?on  w?re  noT°"^''^r^^  ^^'^^  CsltTon  t^l  ^^J^°"^  -^o 
siuendments  of  thp  J^u-  "^  ^°'"  **»  fi"^*  time  wonM  1*  ''?^'Po™ted  with  thia 
•  tJement  oA^e^tZ:''^^''^^^  --  ^'^'^^^t^^'J^^^'J''''  ^-  *'^-« 
■'he  member  for  GrenvHl^  '  ^"^-    ^'^  ^on.  member     nT^  J'"^*^  P"''^^  «  set 

i«  weU  known  and   °b'^'  T"'!  ^^'°"«  attachmenj^r  hT«  n»  ''*,^  "^  ^°°-  friend 
'borized  to  ISai^or  theT„t?  1^  ^T*''^  *»>"  B^fas  a  Jnalkv  ''l^'r  ""^^ietions 

/ay  for  myself,  and  from  my  kn„il^  ^*  '"^  "°«  ^'^'^  is  a^authn  -^i"""'*'  ^^e 
'^i«ly  desire  this  thin^^ T  "7^^^  °^  *^«  Catholic  Jaity  ^n?  n  ^t^'  ^"^  ^  ««n 
and  I  belieye  w  U  ^t  th^  T  '"*  °^  P^^^^'^^-tha  tt^Sfrr  ^'  ^'f"*  ^^^'^  «^°- 
eay  for  myself,  that TwMI  ^^**'"*  ^  «"«h  settlement  m^  u^  ^""^  settlement, 
inmt  final  so  far  Is  I  am  !^''"''"'- ^-^  the  utmost  Tmy  l^?/;  '"'l  ^  '^'^  ^^^ 
Pa.ty  to  reopenin;rhe's;5ecreSn''thV'"  ^^^  --u  ilateTt  ;•  jf  Z'''^' 

TS  *u  T  '•"*h^'  incons  stenr  that  thJ  '  ^^""'^  "^  '»  ^^e  country  '  f cwL^  T 
•allied,  should  also  be  th..  n^rZ      I       /  .    opponents  of  clerioal  T     •      S^neers).     ft 

inent  for  me.  b^ifis  a  ?a?rT       '^  '^''  ^"'-    f Hear,  hear)     tt"'""*'""*  ^  '«  " 

-  question  from  the  arena  wiU 
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lestore  the  rule  of  legitimate  politics;  it  will  no  longer  be  possible  for  unfit  and  in- 
sincere men  to  fino!  their  way  into  this  Houae,  with  the  certificate  of  a  Catholic  bishop 
in  the  one  pocket  and  the  card  of  an  Orange  lodge  in  the  other.  Laughter.)  It  will 
enable  all  the  decorous  and  dignified  members  of  the  clergy  to  decline  interfering  in 
party  conteflte— and  for  this,  if  for  no  other  reason,  the  settlement  ought  to  be 
!ttempted.  (Hear,  hear).  For  myself.  Sir,  there  is  no  place  I  would  not  rather  see 
a  priest  than  as  a  suppliant  or  an  agent  of  any  politician;  there  is  no  place  I  would 
rether  not  hear  the  voice  dedicated  to  the  seirioe  of  the  altar  raised  than  in  the  up- 
roar that  surrounds  the  hustings.  (Hear,  hear).  Great  learning  and  high  character 
will  create  a  wide  influence  for  clergymen,  and  great  necessities  may  justify  their 
8v-tive  interference  in  political  contests;  but  it  is  because,  in  addition  to  its  justica, 
J  believe  this  measure,— whether  it  answers  all  the  expectations  entertained  of  it  or 
not— whether  it  is  in  all  cases,  or  in  many  cases,  put  into  operation  or  not— it  is  be- 
cause I  consider  it,  and  accept  it  as  an  actual  settlement,  tending  to  the  actual  set- 
ilenent,  tending  to  the  extinction  of  sectarian  war— that  I  warmly  desire  its  passage 
(Cheers).  I  have  never  been  a  party  to  bigotry  in  the  ranks  to  which  I  belong— 
whether  aimed  at  leading  individuals  like  my  hon.  friend,  whom  we  are  soon  again 
10  have  in  this  House,  I  am  happy  to  say,  from  South  Oxford— (hear,  hear)— or  di- 
rected against  classes  or  sects  of  our  fellow  subjects;  I  always  felt  that  we  are  all 
interested— every  way  interested— in  getting  unde.  and  keeping  under  sectarian  war- 
.  Kre— and  ior  this  crowning  reasou,  I  hope  to  see  this  measure  passed'  into  law  during 
the  present  session.  (Lcud  applause,  amid  which  the  hon.  gentleman  resumed  his 
scat). 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  JOURNALS  RESPECTING  SEPARATE  SCHOO-,S 

DEBATE. 

Resolved  in  the  afiirmative. 
foUo^st-^""*'"''*"^  ^^'°^'*  ^*"'  ^^^"^"'y  '""^^^l  «°  amendment  to  the  Bill,  as 
"  Proviaed  alwa^,  that  no  such  Separate  Schools  shall  be  established  in  anv 

Lost  on  division. 

read^^L^rrmL^r'"'  '"  '^"'^  ^"'^"'^  ^^^^  ^°"^>  ^^^^  ^''^^  *^«  Bi  '  be 

"2for  ike  Six  Months'  Hoist." 


Bell  (North  Laiinrk), 
Biggar. 
Bunvell, 
Cameron,  M.  C, 


Yeas. 


Ferguson, 
HaultaiD. 
-McDoiigall, 


Mo:fis  (South  Lanark)  N'otman, 
Mowat,  Scateherd,  and 

Munro,  Stirton— 13. 


Nays. 


Abbott, 

Alleyn, 

Anderson, 

Archambault, 

Ault. 

Baby, 

Beaublen, 

Bell  (Russell), 

Benjamin, 

Beaudreau, 

Blanchet, 

Bourassa. 

Bowen. 

Brousseau, 

Buchanan, 

Cameron,  J.  H., 

Carllng, 

Caron, 

Cartier.  Atty.  Gen., 

Cauchon, 

Chapais, 

Connor, 

Cowan, 

Crawford, 


Daoust, 

I»aw8on, 

De  Boucherville, 

De  (3azes, 

Denis, 

Desaulnlers, 

Dickson, 

Dorlon, 

l>ostaIer, 

Drummond, 

Dufresne,  Alexandre, 

Dufresne,  Joseph, 

Dunkin, 

Dunsford, 

Evanturel, 

Foley, 

Fortler, 

Fournler, 

Gagnon, 

Giudet, 

Harcourt, 

Herbert, 

Hooper, 


Huntington, 

Huot, 

Jobin, 

Joly, 

Kierzkowski, 

Knight, 

Laframbrolse, 

Langevin, 

Loranger, 

Macbeth, 

Macdonald,  Atty.  Gen 

Macdonald,  Donald  A 

Macdonald,  John  S., 

McC5ann, 

McG«e, 

iMcLaugfalin, 

Mongenaifl, 

Morin,  Sol.   Gen., 

Morrison, 

O'Halloran, 

Patrick, 

rortman, 

Poupore, 


Prevost, 

Price, 

Rankin, 

Remillard, 

Robinson, 

Robltaille, 

Ross,  John  J., 

Rymal, 

Scott, 

Sherwood, 

Sicotte, 

Slmard, 

Simpson, 

Somerville. 

Stames, 

Street. 

Sylvain, 

Taschereau, 

Tas84, 

Tett, 

Walbridge, 

Walsh,  anv! 

Wilson.— 03. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  "  REMINISCENSES '  OF  THE  HONOURABLE  SENATOR 
A.  A.  MACDONALD,  PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND,  OF  THE  QUEBEC 
CONFEDERATION  CONFERENCE— OCTOBER,  1864. 

"  The  Quebec  Conference  was  opened  on  the  10th  October. 

««♦»«»* 

"  On  the  24th  October,  it  was  moved  by  the  Honourable  Oliver  Mowat,  of  Upper 
Canada : 

"  That  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Local  Legislatures  to  make  laws  respecting 
the  following  subjects : — 

1.  Agriculture. 

2.  Education. 

3.  Immigration. 

4.  The  sale  and  management  of  Public  Lands,  excepting  lands  held  for  the 
general  purposes  of  General  Government. 

5.  I'ropt^rty  and  Civil  Rights,  t^xceoting  those  portions  assigned  to  the  Generil 
Legislatures. 

6.  Municipal  Institutions. 

7.  Inland  Fisheries. 

8.  The  construction,  maintenaiioe  and  management  of  Penitentiaries  and  public 
and  reformatory  prisons. 

9.  The  construction,  maintenance  and  management  of  Hospitals,  charities  and 
eleemosynary  institutions. 

10.  All  local  works. 

11.  The  Administration  of  Justice,  and  the  constitution,  maintenance  and  organ- 
ization of  the  Courts,  Civil  and  Criminal. 

la.  The  establishment  of  local  offices  and  the  appointment,  payment  and  removal 
of  local  officers. 

13.  The  power  of  direct  taisation. 

14.  Borrowing  money  on  the  credit  of  the  province. 

15.  Shop,  saloon,  tavern  and  auctioneer's  licenses.  • 

16.  Private  and  local  matters. 

"And  after  debate  which  continued  all  day,  and  after  several  amendments  had 
been  proposed,  but  not  accepted,  the  first  part  of  the  Resolution,  down  to  and  includ- 
ing the  word  'Agriculture'  was  agreed  tO.  The  motion  for  adjournment  was  car- 
ried at  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 

"  The  Conference  was  resumed  the  following  day,  25th  October,  with  the  debate 
on  the  motion  of  the  Honourable  Oliver  Mowat,  which  was  discussed  clause  by  clause. 

"  The  Honourable  Thomas  D'Arcy  McGee,  of  Montreal,  moved,  s^econded  by  the 
Honourable  A.  A.  Macdonald,  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  that  the  following  words  be 
added  to  item  2,   '  Education ' :—  .... 

" '  Saving  the  rights  and  privileges  which  the  Protestant  or  Catholic  minority  in 
both  Canadaa  may  possess  as  to  their  denominational  schools  at  the  time  when  the 
Constitutional  Act  goes  into  operation,'  and  after  debate  this  was  unaniirou»ly 
agreed  to  and  forms  part  of  the  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Conference." 


"  This  amendment  formed  the  basis  of  the  educational  cla'ise  which  was  elabor- 
ated afterwards  at  the  London  Conference  in  1866  and  now  is  Section  93  of  the  British 
North  America  Act." 
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EDUCATIONAL  CLAUSE  OF  THE  BRITISH  NOBTH  AMEEICA  ACT,  1867. 


98.  In  and  for  ead>  proTiBM  the  legitUtan  uaj  cxeltuireljr  meks  knra  bi  lelatioii 
to  education,  subject  and  according  to  the  following  provisions : — 

(1.)  Nothing  in  latj  suck  law  akall  pitgm^wMf  afleet  »kj  right,  or  prirBege  with 
respect  t*  denominational  sciioek  which  any  class  of  persons  have  by  law  in  the  pro- 
vinee  at  the  union. 

(2.)  All  the  powers,  privileges  and  ditfiea  at  the. union  by  law  conferred  and  im- 
pesed  in  Upper  Canada  on  the  separate  schools  and  school  trustees  of  the  Queen's 
Boman  Catholic  subjects  shall  bo  and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  to  the  diaaeatioit 
schools  of  the  Queen's  Protestant  and  Boman  Catholic  subjects  in  Quebec. 

(3.)  Where  in  any  province  a  system  of  separate  ce  dissentient  schoojib  exists  by 
law  at  the  union,  or  is  thereafter  established  by  the  legislature  of  the  pziivince,  an 
appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Gbvemor  Gteser^  in  Council  from  any  act  or  deciai»n  of  any 
provincial  authority  affecting  any  right  or' privilege  of  the  Protestant  or  Boman  Cath- 
olic nainority  of  the  Queen's  subjects  in  r>)lation  to  education. 

(4.)  In  case  any  such  provi:icial  law  as  from  time  to  time  seems  to  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  requisite  for  the  due  execution  of  the  provisiois  of  this  section  is 
not  made,  or  in  case  any  decision  of  toe  Governor  General  in  Cojncil  on  any  appeal 
QQJflr  tbifi  section  ia  not  duly  executed  by  the  proper  provincial  authoril^  in  that  be- 
half, then  and  in  every  such  case,  and  as>far  only  an  the  cireumotanees  of  eaeh  ease 
rebuke,  Ute  parliament  of  Canada  may  mAke  nemedial  laws  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  proviaions  of  this  section  and  of  any  decision  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
undo:  ihis  section. 
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